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FOR RELEASE:

10 August 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-340

WASHINGTON, D C -- South Texans Who visit my Washington office are now
greeted with a portion of genuine, unparalleled Texas orange juice - BIG TEX.- courtesy
of the Texas Citrus Exchange.

Mr Charles Der, manager, has generously promised to keep

the supply coming, so our office guests can rest assured that they will be welcomed
with a glass of the finest orange juice in the world.

I got the idea when I last Visited

with Frank Gross and Dutch Leverman at Texas Valley Citrus Committee and they handled
the arrangements with Mr Der.

\~e

thank all as we boost BIG TEX in Washington.

* * * * * * *
~
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!Q! GARDENERS

The 1972 Yearbook of Agriculture should prove of

only to farmers but to home gardeners and many other people as well.

It

is entitled "Landscape for Living" and, according to Secretary of Agriculture Earl L Butz

18 "a handbook with something for everyone on improving the quality of life in urban and
suburban America, and in the countryside."
The 416-page volume includes background information and how-to-do-it advice to home gardeners and is even something of a textbook on the biology of plants.
It also discusses land planning, redesigning downtown shopping areas, and new towns.
It is estimated that 80 million people garden as a hobby in the United
States.

As Secretary Butz says in his foreword, "Whether we live in urban areas or in

the country, there's a touch of the farmer in most of us--a love for growing things."
Chapters on practical gardening cover shrubs, perennials, annuals, lawns,
and vegetables, fruits and herbs.

Other articles discuss plant propagation, green-

houses, fertilizing, mulching and composting.
The hardbound book, a handsome volume, opens with 32 pages of color
pictures.

Other illustrations include more than 175 black and white photos and many

draWings.

It has 62 chapters.
I have available a limited number of copies of "Landscape for Living"

for distribution to residents of the 15th Congressional District.
please let me know.

If you want a copy,

I will fill all requests, on a first come-first served basis, as

long as my supply holds out.

* * * * * * *
TAX SERVICE -- As of this month, a full-time Internal Revenue Service
office is operating in Brownsville.

For some years the IRS has maintained office space

in the city for use by employees traveling on official business.

The office also was

used to provide "Mondays only" service to taxpayers during the income tax filing period.

The IRS workload in Brownsville has been steadily increasing, so a decision was reached
to maintain the full-time office.
Since taxes are part and parce 1 of every person I slife, I did a litt Ie
digging into the setup of IRS offices in the Austin District, which covers our area.
The District boundaries extend generally from El Paso in the west to Orange in the east,
and from Waco in the north to Brownsville in the south.

There are 24 offices in the

District, classified as Area, Zone, Local and Itinerant.
Our area has three local offices, at Alice, Brownsville and at McAllen.
Local offices are designated as those with fewer than 10 employees and which provide
audit, collection, and taxpayer service.
at present.

The Brownsville office has four employees

The McAllen office, which provides an additional service called stabili-

zation, has nine employees.

The Austin IRS District has a total of 17 local offices.

* * * * * * *
DISABLED VETERANS -- A new law we passed in Congress provides a 10
per cent increase in payments to veterans who have disabilities resulting from their
service.

The boost will show up in cheeks received in September.

And effective

July 1, 1973, the rate for disabilities suffered in peacetime service will go up to
the same as for wartime.

It is now 80 per cent.

The new law does not affect pensions

for disabilities not incurred in service.

* * * * *

* *

VISITORS -- Visiting my office from home this past week were Miss
Thelma V Aleman and Miss Elsa Villarreal of Weslaco; Mrs Gloria Moore and her daughter,
Sharon, of Edinburg; Mr and Mrs Rea Allen and their daughter Gloria Rea and Dr and Mrs
Caytano Barrera and their children l4arcus and Melissa all of McAllen; Mrs S C Gartman,
formerly of McAllen, now living in Bowie, Maryland; Mr Ralph M JUillard of Harlingen;
and Mr Leo Garza, Jr. of San Juan.

* * * * * * *

